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means. She composed the Tiruppavai in thirty stanzas,
describing the way of fulfilment of a sacred vow for the
realisation of the divine presence. She also composed the
Ndcckiyar Tirumoli (the Sacred Speech of the Queen) in
143 stanzas, consisting of invocations to Kama, the god of
Love, etc. The question of her marriage arose; and in a
vision it was revealed that she was to be the bride of §n
Ranganatha himself, i.e., Vishnu in the recumbent form
shown at Srlrangam. She went to Srirangam with due
ceremony, and was there absorbed into the divine being.
tondaradippodi was born at Mandangudi. His original
name was Vipra Narayana, and like Periyalvar, he gave
himself to the preparation of flowers for the worship of the
god, in this case at Srirangam. The crisis of his life came
when he yielded to the seductions of a courtesan called
Devadevi. He was under her spell for some time, and was
at last saved only by the intervention of the god Ranga-
nathan himself. Thus saved and shocked into a more
complete devotion, Vipra Narayana returned to his former
service of the god, and gave himself the new name of
Tondaradippodi (The Dust of the Feet of the Slaves of
God). The heights of his religious experience find
expression in his two poems, the Tirumdlai (the Sacred
Garland) and the Tiruppalli Yeluchi (the Rousing of the
Lord) both directed to the same manifestation of the
recumbent Ranganathan at Srirangam. He shows strong
hostility to Buddhists and Jains, and there is one hostile
reference also to Saivas. He also may be dated about the
middle of the ninth century.
tiruppan alvar was found in a paddy field in Uraiyur
(now Woriur, Trichinopoly) and adopted by a childless Panar,
or lute-player, and his wife. The child grew up with a deep
devotion to Vishnu as manifested at Srirangam, just across
the river Kaveri; but conscious of his lowly Panchama
origin, he contented himself with singing his praises from
the southern bank of the Kaveri, not crossing to the sacred
island itself. There he used to stay, adoring, and altogether
unconscious of his surroundings. On one occasion the
Brahmin, Loka Saranga Maha Muni, who was responsible
for bringing the water for the ablutions of the god, wished

